
TH E YOU L OF RES IOTAf  JCE





There are pr isons that hold cr iminals and then there are pr isons that

hold nat ions. We are of ten to ld that Tihar Jai l be longs to the second

category, yet the publ ic record suggests a more grounded real i ty. Tihar

does conf ine individuals, but i t does so under the Prisons Act , 1894 and

the Delh i Pr ison Rules, 2018, not to imprison ideas but to hold those

charged or convicted under law. I t does not detain histor ies or

memories ; i t houses undert r ia ls and convicts f rom across India,

inc lud ing organised cr ime f igures, terror accused and economic

offenders . For many of us, the discomfort ar ises not f rom symbol ism

alone, but f rom phys ical and emot ional d is tance, because Tihar is a

correct ional fac i l i ty used when courts determine that t r ia ls must be

conducted outside Jammu and Kashmir for secur i ty and procedura l

reasons. What is of ten framed as erasure is, in legal terms, jur isdic t ion

and custodial t ransfer.

From the very beginning, Tihar ’s relat ionship with Kashmir has been

descr ibed as pol i t ica l , not legal . Yet the ear l iest cases repeatedly c i ted

were processed ent i re ly through the jud ic ia l f ramework of their t ime.

Maqbool Bhat was convicted for the murder of an Indian intel l igence

off icer and executed on 11 February 1984, af ter the exhaust ion of legal
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remedies avai lab le under then-prevai l ing law. His bur ia l ins ide the

pr ison fol lowed pr ison protocol appl icable at the t ime. To interpret th is

moment as the def in i t ive end of dia logue is a pol i t ical reading, not a

jud ic ia l conclus ion.

Decades later, the same soi l would absorb another Kashmir i body,

Afzal Guru. His execut ion on 9 February 2013 fo l lowed a convict ion

upheld through mult ip le jud ic ia l s tages, cu lminat ing in the judgment of

the Supreme Court of India (2005). The Court ’s reference to “col lect ive

conscience” has been widely c i ted, yet the judgment rested on

evident iary assessment and procedura l review, not sent iment alone.

Disagreement wi th the verd ict pers is ts , but in const i tut ional terms, the

execut ion fo l lowed due process rather than ext ra- judic ia l ac t ion.

And when hanging could not resolve the deeper quest ions confront ing

Kashmir, the system cont inued to rely on custody and tr ia l . The death

of Al taf Ahmad Shah on 10 June 2022 occurred whi le he was an

undert r ia l under the UAPA, receiving treatment through ja i l hospi ta ls

and referrals to AI IMS, New Delhi . Bai l and medica l parole dec is ions

were issued by courts, not pr ison author i t ies . His death was undeniably

t rag ic, but no judic ia l body has ru led i t an execut ion by design or

neglect and s imi lar custodial deaths due to i l lness occur across India,

po int ing to structural weaknesses in pr ison heal thcare rather than a

Kashmir -speci f ic pol icy.

No rope.

No sudden deaths.



Tihar Jai l has thus been descr ibed as a factory of Kashmir i suffer ing.

Yet i t may be more accurately understood as a si te of lega l

containment , not po l i t ical erasure, where undert r ia ls are lodged far

f rom home due to secur i ty assessments and witness-protect ion

considerat ions . The distance is real and emot ional ly heavy, but i t is

nei ther unique to Kashmir nor s ingular ly designed to amputate

leadership . And despi te c la ims of total fa i lure, the India has not been

judic ia l ly found to operate pr isons as instruments of symbol ic

exterminat ion.

Even today, ins ide Tihar i tsel f , Kashmir i leaders and act iv is ts remain

incarcerated. Their detent ion ref lects unresolved pol i t ica l conf l ic t , but

a lso unresolved legal proceedings, many pro longed by str ingent

statutes such as the UAPA. They remain vis ib le in publ ic discourse,

yet their cont inued incarcerat ion has not produced measurable rel ief

for ord inary Kashmir is beyond pr ison wal ls .



not del ivered stabi l i ty, d ign i ty or secur i ty.

Kashmir is have not always feared Tihar ; some have even internal ised

i t . Yet among younger generat ions, that meaning is undergoing a shi f t .

Incarcerat ion is no longer automat ical ly read as proof of t ruth, because

truth today is increas ingly measured in educat ion preserved, l ives

protected and futures secured. Romant ic ised sacr i f ice without tangible

resul ts is s teadi ly los ing moral resonance.

To face execut ion l ike Maqbool  Bhat .

To be bur ied in  pr ison l ike Afza l  Guru.

To d ie  in  custody l ike Al ta f  Ahmad Shah.

To age behind bars as  long-term undert r ia ls .

These are human tragedies,  not  mi lestones of  achievement.

The recent statements issued from Tihar on Kashmir Sol idar i ty Day

were circu lated widely. For students and civi l society voices among us,

the more di ff icul t quest ion is not whether words can emerge from jai l ,

but whether those words change condi t ions outs ide i t . A state’s

inabi l i ty to s i lence speech does not automat ical ly t ranslate into

pol i t ical success, especial ly when dai ly l i fe remains restr ic ted and

futures remain uncerta in .

This is why Tihar has become centra l to narrat ives . Not because i t

records tr iumph, but because i t ref lects stagnat ion. Not because i t

manufactures submission or martyrdom, but because i t exposes the

l imi ts of confrontat ion without outcome. Not because i t erases memory,

but because i t forces a reckoning wi th s t rategies that have



Ind ia may have wanted Tihar to be feared.

In real i ty, i t remains a custodial inst i tut ion meant to uphold law, not

manufacture symbol ism.

Ind ia may have used i t as a tool of control .

What i t has more clear ly exposed are the l imi ts of prolonged conf l ic t

when legal processes replace pol i t ical resolut ion.

And perhaps the endur ing lesson drawn from Syed Al i Shah Geelani ’s

words is not prophecy, but a reminder of restra int . History shows that

pr isons are meant to enforce accountabi l i ty, not carry the burden of

resolving pol i t ical d isputes.

Conscience matters, but just ice systems exist to balance conscience

wi th law, evidence, and order.

This is the quieter verd ic t many of us are arr iv ing at .

Pr isons can restra in bodies.

They can enforce sentences.

They can ref lect the fa i lures of d ia logue.

But f reedom, for th is generat ion, must be measured not in

incarcerat ion or sacr i f ice, but in the abi l i ty to l ive, study, speak and

grow wi th in a f ramework of jus t ice, s tabi l i ty and r ights .



Indian Musl ims and Kashmir i Musl ims of ten speak of moments of

d iscr iminat ion, but we also l ive with in a const i tut ional republ ic that

provides remedies, protect ions and plat forms. We come from snow-

covered val leys where snow has covered not only mountains but long

histor ies, l ivel ihoods and layered exper iences, not only violat ions . Our

vale is one where snow covers mountains and meadows and where

ord inary l i fe cont inues alongside pol i t ica l complexi ty, not vio lence

alone. When we move beyond the region, we do so as students,

professionals, t raders and ci t izens, seeking opportun i ty and digni ty

across the country. Our l ives are not conf ined to a s ingle narrat ive of

suppression.

For us Kashmir is , conversat ions around pre judice exist a longside

vis ib le expansion in educat ion, employment and nat ional part ic ipat ion.

Shawl sel lers, students, t raders, labourers, pat ients and smal l

bus iness owners travel and work across India under the protect ion of

cr iminal law and const i tut ional safeguards .

When harassment occurs, i t is

recognised as unlawful conduct ,

not state sanct ion. In this

democracy, accountabi l i ty may be

uneven, but legal remedies, FIRs,

courts and publ ic scrut iny do

exist . From roadsides to student

campuses, we are increasing ly

present and integrated,

contr ibut ing to univers i t ies,

markets, sports and cul tural

spaces. Inc idents reported in

Ut tarakhand, Haryana and

Himachal Pradesh also saw

pol ice intervent ion, arrests and

off ic ia l condemnat ion, a longside
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assurances of safety. Alongside these inc idents are thousands of dai ly

interact ions marked by coexistence rather than conf l ic t , which rare ly

make headl ines .

Beyond mob violence, we have also seen increased inst i tut ional

engagement wi th Kashmir i s tudents . Educat ional inst i tut ions have

been directed to appoint nodal off icers and gr ievance mechanisms.

Harassment in hostels and int imidat ion with in c lassrooms are now

subject to inquiry, whi le scholarships, coaching schemes and nat ional -

level quotas have expanded access to educat ion for Kashmir i youth.

Furthermore, the regulat ion of mosques and madrasas operates under

statutory norms appl icable across regions and secur i ty moni tor ing

funct ions within legal parameters, not as a blanket denia l of re l ig ious

f reedom.

Moreover, we cannot ignore that c iv i l soc iety and publ ic scrut iny have

evolved. I f a tour is t is targeted in Kashmir, a state- leve l outcry

ensues; s imi lar ly, inc idents involving Kashmir is outs ide the region

increasingly draw media at tent ion and judic ia l not ice. Raids on homes



and search operat ions are conducted under legal author izat ion, whi le

para l le l investments in inf rastructure, heal thcare, connect iv i ty, sports

fac i l i t ies and employment ref lect an off ic ia l shi f t toward long-term

stabi l i ty.

Accept ing hardship is not surrender, but we also recognize that endless

confrontat ion alone has not del ivered secur i ty or digni ty. The digni ty of

our rel ig ion, our ident i ty, our land and our people is st rengthened when

l ives are protected and futures secured. Surviva l l ies not only in

resis tance, but also in educat ion, part ic ipat ion, reform and resi l ience.

India cannot conceal rea l i t ies through coerc ion, nor can our future be

reduced to a s ingle narrat ive of perpetual vic t imhood.

We do not  need destruct ion to  assert  t ruth.

We do not  need erasure to  demand jus t ice.

Our  s t rength l ies  in  l iv ing,  learning and moving forward wi th  d ign i ty.



T H E W O M E N O F K A S H M I R

Since the beginning of pol i t ica l turmoi l in Kashmir, women have stood

shoulder to shoulder wi th men not only in endurance, but in sustain ing

fami l ies, inst i tut ions and socia l cont inu i ty. They have absorbed

uncerta inty wi th res i l ience, adapted bravely and guided communit ies

through per iods of d is rupt ion and t ransi t ion.

Our women were impacted by conf l ic t , d isp lacement and instabi l i ty

dur ing counter- insurgency years. Yet our mothers and sisters stood

resi l ient and forward- looking, choosing educat ion, caregiving and

rebui ld ing over despair. Our s is ters and mothers have raised and

nurtured ent i re fami l ies af ter thei r spouses and fathers were lost to

vio lence, detent ion, or prolonged conf l ic t , whi le s imul taneously enter ing

schools, col leges, heal thcare and publ ic service in growing numbers .

Our women have preserved cultura l , socia l and rel ig ious values, whi le

a lso embracing modern educat ion and professional growth for younger

generat ions .
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From the violence against women dur ing the upheavals of 1947, to

Kunan Poshpora in 1991, to the long-term impact on fami l ies

thereaf ter, to widely discussed cases such as Asiya and Neelofar and

to the detent ion of women dur ing per iods of unrest , i t would not be

wrong to say Kashmir i women have borne deep socia l consequences .

Yet i t is equal ly t rue that these exper iences did not hal t their progress,

but st rengthened their resolve to c la im space in educat ion, employment

and publ ic l i fe .

For pol i t ica l ga ins, div is ive rhetor ic has of ten deepened social

f ractures . Within our own society, we are increas ingly recognis ing that

the digni ty of women is protected not by conf l ic t , but by opportun i ty,

safety and voice. The real mot ivat ion drawn from women’s sacr i f ices

today l ies not in pro longing confrontat ion, but in ensur ing their

secur i ty, par t ic ipat ion and equal foot ing in shaping Kashmir ’s fu ture.

Despi te fac ing pro longed instabi l i ty, Kashmir i women have achieved

measurable success across mult ip le f ie lds. Our women have emerged

as wr i ters, journal is ts , doctors, educators, researchers, athletes,

entrepreneurs and c ivi l society leaders. Kashmir i women have been

tel l ing their own stor ies, document ing l ived real i t ies and shaping

narrat ives through scholarsh ip, media and l i terature. The book “Do You

Remember Kunan Poshpora?” remains part of a broader academic and

soc ial d iscourse led increasingly by Kashmir i women themselves.



The day of 23rd February is remembered annual ly as Kashmir Women’s

Resistance Day, mark ing the trauma associated with 1991. Whi le

remember ing women affected by vio lence and injust ice, many of us

now also ref lect on the responsibi l i ty to convert memory into reform,

access to just ice, educat ion and inst i tut ional accountabi l i ty.

Remembrance today increasingly walks alongside rehabi l i tat ion, pol icy

engagement and empowerment .

Today, many women who endured years of uncertainty are re-enter ing

educat ion, sk i l l programmes, employment schemes and publ ic

inst i tut ions . They are no longer only def ined by loss, but by agency

and contr ibut ion. Psychological res i l ience, once forged in hardship, is

now fuel ing leadership in c lassrooms, hospi ta ls , courts , s tar tups and

community organisat ions .

When we look at the present , i t becomes clear that Kashmir i women

are no longer si lent subjects of his tory, but act ive authors of change.

The real t ransformat ion l ies not in perpetual confrontat ion, but in

enabl ing women to l ive, learn, work and lead without fear or

interrupt ion. This is the direct ion many of us, f rom with in society, are

now choosing to st rengthen.



February is a time of reflection for us in Kashmir,

reminding us of the value of dignity, balance and

responsibil i ty. While memory has its place, our strength

today lies in how we move forward through education,

awareness and constructive engagement with the world

around us.

Over the years, Kashmiri women and youth have made

visible progress. Women from our society are excell ing in

education, healthcare, research, journalism,

entrepreneurship and public service, shaping families and

institutions alike. Our students are accessing

universities, scholarships, skil l programmes, sports

platforms and employment opportunities across the

country, building confidence and competence.

For our generation, progress matters more than

provocation. Stabil i ty protects opportunity and

opportunity safeguards dignity. The future of Kashmir

rests in empowered women, educated youth and

communities committed to growth, contribution and

peaceful advancement.

February, for us, is not only about reflection, it is about 

progress, responsibil i ty and hope.
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